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This book tries to be a comprehensive travel guide of the places that tourists can visit in the city
of Cabo San Lucas and its surroundings, such as: beaches, churches, museums, hotels and
parks. Of course, emblematic places such as Balandra Beach, Hotel California, Wirikuta
Botanical Park, The Arc, among others, are included. The book is divided by cities in the
following order: Cabo San Lucas, Todos Santos, La Paz and San José del Cabo. In each city, the
places of interest for tourists are described, also includes the days and hours they can be
visited, and the GPS address for each site. To carry out this guide, it was considered that the
distance by car from the city of Cabo San Lucas to any of the places of interest should not
exceed two hours and 30 minutes, all of them included within the Baja California Sur peninsula.
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comprehensive travel guide of the places that tourists can visit in the city of Cabo San Lucas and
its surroundings, such as: beaches, churches, museums, hotels and parks. Of course,
emblematic places such as Balandra Beach, Hotel California, Wirikuta Botanical Park, The Arc,
among others, are included. The book is divided by cities in the following order: Cabo San
Lucas, Todos Santos, La Paz and San José del Cabo. In each city, the places of interest for
tourists are described, also includes the days and hours they can be visited, and the address
accompanied by a link to Google Maps for each site. To carry out this guide, it was considered
that the distance by car from the city of Cabo San Lucas to any of the places of interest should
not exceed two hours and 30 minutes, all of them included within the Baja California Sur
peninsula.The book begins with a brief history of the first prehispanic settlements, the european
contact, and the missions founded in the region. Next, describes the places that tourists can
visit, which are accompanied by photographs; as well as the hours and days when they open to
general public, whether you are staying in the city of Cabo San Lucas, San Jose del Cabo or in
La Paz.CABO SAN LUCASPrehispanic settlementsThe Pericúes inhabited the extreme south of
the Baja California peninsula until the middle of the 18th century. Their language is still
unclassified, it’s supposed to be related to the Yumano-Cochimí (Hokana) dialect. They were a
tribe of hunter-gatherers who caught fish, shellfish, and marine mammals in the waters of the
southern Gulf of California. The Agave, the fruit of the cactus and hunting were terrestrial
resources from which they were provided, they did not practice agriculture. They were one of the
few native groups on the California coast that did not have reed rafts, they made them of wood
and used double-bladed oars. They used harpoons, darts, bows and arrows for fishing and
hunting. They did not use ceramic; their containers were basketry baskets and gourds.
Leadership positions were hereditary, which were sometimes held by women. Intercommunity
wars seem to have been frequent with the Guaycura, who were their neighbours.Figure 1.
Representation of a Pericú woman that is part of the permanent exhibition of the Museum of
Natural History in Cabo San LucasEuropean ContactAround the year 1534, Hernán Cortes sent
Fortún Jiménez to explore the Pacific Ocean in the peninsula. From then on, the Pericúes had
sporadic encounters, sometimes friendly and sometimes hostile, with explorers, missionaries,
sailors from the Manila galleons and pearl hunters until the beginning of the 18th century when



the Jesuits arrived.The missions established by the Jesuits for the Pericúes were Nuestra
Señora del Pilar de la Paz de Airapí in 1720, Santiago de los Coras de Añiñí in 1724 and San
José del Cabo Añuití in 1730. In the year 1734 the Rebellion of the Pericúes took place, in which,
the Jesuit Lorenzo Carranco was assassinated on October 1st in Añiñí and two days later
Nicolás Tamaral in Añuití. Jesuit control was interrupted for two years, however, casualties due to
combat with the Spaniards and epidemics ended up decimating the Pericú tribe. Over the years
the Spanish Crown expelled the Jesuits from Baja California in 1767, when the Pericúes had
already been culturally assimilated.Father Beagert points out in his work Noticias de la
península americana de California that the Pericú rebellion was due “to the fact that the recently
converted Californians were not satisfied with marrying only one woman, for having been
exhorted by the missionaries to live according to what should be done and for having been
punished with reprimands for the transgressions committed.” Indeed, the Pericúes wanted to
throw off their ties to the new missionary order and reestablish their old way of life.Dominican
FoundationsAfter the expulsion of Jesuits from all the domains of the Spanish Crown, in 1767,
the Baja California missions remained in the hands of the Franciscans, who administered them
from 1768 to 1773. The Dominican foundations did not wait long. In 1774, the Rosario mission
was created and in August 1775, Fathers Manuel García and Miguel Hidalgo established the
Santo Domingo mission at the mouth of a narrow canyon, northwest of Rosario. Along with these
northern foundations, the preachers also took over the failing missions of the south, trying
unsuccessfully to curb the high mortality that was extinguishing them.The missional change left
the Dominicans with a heavy burden. The conflicts with the political authorities immediately
worsened, especially with the governors, since they sought to limit the action of the missionaries
to the strictly religious sphere. Long gone were the days when missionaries controlled the rest of
the non-indigenous population. However, the founding work of the Dominicans continued until
1834.Santa María BeachJust 20 minutes from Cabo San Lucas, it is located Santa María beach.
It is a natural cove protected by two large granite rocks that block strong waves and wind,
making it one of the best options for those looking to swim, snorkel and dive safely. Its shallow
waters are a protected marine sanctuary.Address:Figure 2. Santa Maria Beach panoramicFigure
3. Santa Maria BeachChileno Beach
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